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Appendix I:  Scientific Writing Paper Rubric 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 
Appendix II: Writing Attitudes Survey 

 
Answer the questions below based on your experiences and feelings about writing in science.  Circle the number 
that best expresses your feeling.  Work quickly.  If you don't understand a statement, leave it blank.  If you 
understand, but have no strong opinion, circle 3. 

 
 

(1)strongly disagree   (2)disagree  (3)neutral   (4)agree  (5)strongly agree  (6)not  applicable   (7)don't  know  

 
1. I am a strong writer.             1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
2.  I am good at writing in general, but not good at science writing.     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
3.  Writing a science paper is very different than writing a non-science research paper.   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
4.  I have had a lot of experience writing about science.       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
5.  I feel like it’s important to learn to write effectively about scientific concepts.    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
  
6.  Writing and science don’t really go together.          1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
7.  I don't like writing.            1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
8.  I like scientific subjects.          1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
9.  I tend to perform better on papers than on exams.       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
10.  Writing concepts have little relation to what I experience in biology lab.     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
11. I can write a good scientific paper.         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
12. Scientific writing is boring.          1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
13. I feel like scientific writing is confusing.        1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
14. Overall, I feel like I’m a better writer now than at the beginning of the semester.   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
15. My science writing skills are stronger now than at the beginning of the semester.   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
16. I would enjoy science more if I didn’t have to write up the results.     1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
 
I write most effectively by ... 
 
17.  working on drafts one-on-one with someone.         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
18.  modeling my papers after an example paper.       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
19.  watching someone else construct a paper from scratch.        1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
20.  looking at a detailed grading rubric.         1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
21.  participating in small group writing workshops.       1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
22.  listening about to how to place the experimental elements into the paper during a lecture.   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 


