Visual Cue Optical Illusion “Which Line is Longer?”

Activity Instructions


Print out a copy of this image for each student. Have the students look at the image. Ask them which line looks longer. They will most probably say that the line with the short lines turned outward looks longer. 


Without telling them the “correct” answer, have each student measure the lines. Which line is longer now that you’ve measured them? Are they the same length? Students will find out that the lines are of the same length. This is because of the fact that illusions have to do with our perspective adaptations that rely on visual cues. 

Visual Cue Optical Illusion “Which Middle Circle is Bigger?”

Activity Instructions


Print out a copy of this image for each student. Have the students look at the image. Ask them which middle circle looks bigger. They will most probably say that the middle circle surrounded by little circles looks bigger. 


Without telling them the “correct” answer, have each student measure the circle’s diameter. Which circle is bigger now that you’ve measured them? Are they the same size? Students will discover that the circles are the same size. This is because of our reliance on visual cues. We often use other objects to find out what the size of another is.


You can further explain this phenomenon by providing them with an example. When you see a tree out in the distance, how do you know how tall it is? Do you look at things around the tree that come in a standard size so that you can compare it with the tree? What are the objects that help you determine how big the tree is? Are they people? Poles? Buildings?
