Moving Optical Illusion “Rotating Snakes”

Activity Instructions


Print out a copy of this image for each student. Have each student look at the image and ask them to describe what they see. Is the image moving? Can this be real if it is just an image on a piece of paper? 

After hearing their answers, tell them why it seems like the image is rotating. The wheels in the image seem like they are turning because our eyes are constantly moving when we are not focusing. The orientation of the colors and lines of the image manipulates our minds into thinking they are moving.


Now have the students focus on a particular spot on the image and ask them what they see. Is the image still moving? What is the difference between just looking at the picture and looking at a specific spot on the picture? 
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